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ROM nano technology to

high-end knitwear and

solving problems with

space radiation, inventors

and innovators at NMMU

were honoured for their
work last night.

Theawards event celebrated Inven-
tions, patents and innovations by aca-
demics from a varlety of disciplines
which “create value for tomorrow”.

what mnnovations are taking place
here.” The guest speaker was Dr Ker-
ry Faul, inaugural head of the Nattonal
Intellectual Property Management Of-
fice (N1pmo).

She sald Intellectual property and
assoclated rights were critical as-
pects to Innovation as well as eco-
nomlic growthintechnology transfer.

*If you create, you own," she said.

In terms of technology transfer,
Faul sald South Africa was making
strides In securing Innovators' and In-
ventors' rights with amendments to

Among the the Intellec-
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and Innova- |, % ty Rights
tors honoured |’ (ll;uR)h Act
with  certifl- | which came
cates was Dr into effect in
Gary Dugmore 2010.

“for his contri- Compar-
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ment of a slow-release pesticide and
Dr Percy Hlangothl for his ceramic
polymer cable coating.

Others included Heinrich Willlams,
a paraplegic who designed “an Inno-
vative nurse call button sultable for
patlents who cannot use existing but-
tons”, and Professor Werner Olivier
and Margot Collett for thelr contribu-
tion *to the development and com-
mercialisation of the maths and sci-
ence DVD serles called Touch Tuwor”.

NMMU deputy vice-chancellor for
research and engagement Prof And-
rew Lettch sald: “We can marvel at

millions. *A total of 82 [US] institu-
tions have reported net product sales
of $36.8-milllon (R514-milllon) with
start-up companles providing work
for 15 741 people,” Faul said.

The director for Innovation sup-
port and technology transfer at NM-
MU’s Innovation Office, Jacl Barnett,
sald that, since its inception In 2007,
the office had become an integral part
of the universtty's structures.

Shesald Innovation and technology
transfer made areal Impact in soclety
and showed people were making a dif-
ference.




